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Daryna Gladun 

No name
Contra Spem Spero!

Contra spem spero!

Keywords: 

Introduction 

pretexts
 
Theoretical framework 

perhaps the most strik-
ing figure in the Ukrainian performance art scene

pretext predtext proto-
text reference text associate text



the 1970s perfor-
mance art was primarily a time-based visual art form 
in which text was at the service of the image

movement-based work, with the perfor-
mance artist as the choreographer

perfor-
mance, though still built upon the physical presence of 
the performer, relies heavily upon the word 

restored behavior

have 
literary text incorporated into their structure
move poetry from abstract time temporality to real 
time 

monolith, solid or static it aims to keep up with the times,
a constant development and changing

development of new 
media

ex nihilo11

Contra Spem Spero!

 

Dusha i 
pryroda Soul and nature

Not beggars but poets Ne prokhachi, 
a poety



live performances14

Poetry-based poetry performance No name 
(2014) by Yaryna Shumska 

No name

Mental Wars Days of Performance Art in 
Lviv 2014 addresses 
the theme of a person who is in a state of 
uncertainty ambiguity of plac-
es and situations

No name

ponderous boulder
Up the flinty, steep and craggy mountain / 
A weighty ponderous boulder I shall raise 

base video perfor-
mance

live performances

Installation and performance in art of the 
late XX — early XXI century: Ukrainian-Polish cooperation, crea-
tive experiments and interactions)

School 
of Performance Art  Days of Performance Art in Lviv

No name

No name
poems Lovely summertime has 

gone… The Visions That’s how I lived entire win-
ter long… Contra Spem 
Spero!

 
Children at the window 
Looking at the snow on field… 
Pity for the freedom!20 
 
Man’s bitter lot roused no longer 

my bitter despair, but an eager 
Faith in a better and cloudless future



My life is strange… if time to time the heart 
Was not imbued with pain and living pity, 
I wouldn't ever know I really live,  
<…> 
It really was, but only out the window.  

ponderous boulder24: Lesia 
Ukrainka

 No name

No name

Contra Spem Spero!

Lovely 
summertime has gone… The Visions That’s how I 
lived entire winter long…

Poetry-based videoperformance Contra Spem 
Spero! (2020) by Kseniya Kysylychyn 

Contra Spem Spero!

Seminar of creative youths 
Smoloskyp

Yes, I’ll smile, indeed, through tears and weeping

restored behavior of smiling through tears

Contra Spem Spero!

smil-
ing through tears

No name
Contra Spem Spero!

For me that performance became a kind of inner interpretation, 
an attempt — not in word but indeed — to experience something 
intensely unpleasant and, despite everything, finish 

with joy. To smile through tears. I tried to put different 
meanings there  — hoping in hopeless sit-
uations and smiling through tears, has a kind of Ukrainianness, 
vitality, something that resonates in many people

No name

ponderous boulder



Contra Spem Spero!

Conclusion 

 Contra Spem 
Spero!

No name

Contra Spem Spero!
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Keywords

LINGUACULTURAL CODE “WE” — “THEY” OF 
“THE RUSSIAN WARSHIP” MEME 

“idi nakhui”

idi nakhui

khui,



idi nakhui
LANG. EXPRESSION MEANING EXAMPLES 

Shit (Scheiss)-culture
Sex-culture

Sacrum-culture

nakhui

author’s note
au-

thor’s note

idy nakhui

idy u sraku 

Russkiy voyennyy korabl. Idi 
nakhui 



“Many people, especially among educated ones, 
started to speak Ukraine and faced expressive difficul-
ties because the creative process is impossible without a 
fruity profanity. And suddenly it appears to be that 
profanities are ‘a truly Russian’ phenomenon. What to 
do for a conscious patriot? Our people, thanks God, have 
heritage in this field, too”

IRONIC PHILOLOGICAL DISOCURSE OF “THE 
RUSSIAN WARSHIP” MEME 

Language experts researched 
that words ‘putin’ and ‘khuilo’ are single-rooted

putz



Khuilo

Khuilo

Khuilo
Pidkhuilyk



“Dear Sir Olexandr! How can high national 
culture of Ukrainians be united with the use of swear-
ing?! Any swearing word of Russian origin is pollution 
of the Ukrainian spiritual space, humiliation of sacral 
memory of all the Russian occupation victims! (BO, 
28.02.2022)”; “… I do not like a flow of swear words, 
which is around now, Russian by origin, though, let 
them be brought up and down!!! (BO, 28.02.2022)”; 
“Why should we follow a swearing Russki, sirs… Evil 
spirits stick to the swearing. Let us leave this disgusting 
swearing”; “Either the world got crazy or I have mental 
problems! I am teaching my grandson that profanities 
mean lack of culture, that only stupid people use them, 
those whose vocabulary is poor but he tells me now that 
it is fashionable and now it is allowed to use cool pro-
fanity. Ukrainians, to allow profanities means to be-
come similar to our enemy. We have to differ from the 
fascist orks at least by culture if not by language!” 

The first Georgian sailor:

The Russian sailor:
The first Georgian sailor:

The second Georgian sailor:

Russian sailor:

The first Georgian sailor:

The first and the second Georgian sailors:

 
Conclusion. 



Sources: 
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